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Guidance for the

2021-22 School Year
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https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/COVID19/2021PK-12HealthandSafetyGuidance.pdf?ver=2021-06-30-101934-117
https://health.ri.gov/publications/memoranda/20220106-COVID-Prevention-Strategies-PreK-12.pdf


A. Spacing and Grouping

Spacing and grouping guidelines are affected by vaccine eligibility and public health conditions.
Guidance will change as public health conditions change and/or vaccine eligibility expands.

1. Classroom settings
Elementary schools should use a stable group model as feasible, keeping students from the same
classroom together as much as possible throughout the day. When keeping in stable groups,
physical distancing is not required within those stable groups but 6 feet of distance should be
maintained between different stable groups. In instances where elementary schools do not have
stable groups, physical distancing of at least 3 feet is recommended as much as possible. At the

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/clean-disinfect-hygiene.html


mailto:Raymond.Lambert@ppsd.org


Vendors and visitors will also need to wear masks regardless of vaccination status.

D. Symptom Screening

Students and staff members who are sick and/or have symptoms that indicate a probable COVID-19
case should stay home, contact their health provider, and get a test. Staff and parents/guardians are
strongly encouraged to monitor their children for symptoms of infectious illness every day through
home-based symptom screening. Schools must post symptom signage at the entrance(s) of their
building.

E. School Visitors

Visitors may enter the school building.  A 30-day log of all visitors is required for contact tracing.
Logs should document the date, contact phone number, and arrival/departure times.  All visitors
must comply with the LEA’s or school’s COVID-19 policies and protocols. All visitors must wear
masks at all times.

F. Before and Afterschool Programming

If the program is licensed by the Department of Human Services (DHS), then the program needs to
follow the DHS regulations and guidelines. If the program is not run by DHS, but is located at the
�umber
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Staff members should open windows to improve ventilation when it does not create a safety
hazard.  When a passenger is confirmed to have COVID-19 (tests positive), there may be up to 29
close contacts of the person who may need to quarantine. On a bus, close contacts of a confirmed
case are those who were seated two rows in front, two rows behind, and the same five rows on
opposite side of the aisle as the positive case (see the Outbreak Response Playbook: PK-12 for
reference). Anyone within 6 feet of the individual for greater than 15 minutes is a close contact.

I. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Schools will receive an adequate supply of PPE for all classrooms and office spaces, including:

● Reusable masks to distribute to all staff members and students.

● Disposable masks for students or staff members who have forgotten their cloth masks.

● Hand sanitizer for all classrooms, offices, and shared spaces where sinks/handwashing

stations are not available.

● Disinfectant spray for all classrooms, offices and shared spaces.

● Signage for entryways and hallways to support social distancing.

● Face shields upon request.

● Gowns and gloves for school nurses.

Schools will receive a supply of the above to cover all classrooms, with replenishment happening
through the school year. Staff members should contact their principal or supervisor if additional PPE
is required, which will be replenished from the central warehouse.

If any staff have underlying immunocompromised conditions, they may wish to consult their doctor
about any additional PPE.  When in close contact with, or treating, a patient suspected or confirmed
to have COVID-19, recommended PPE includes N-95 respirator (or face maskr , d ed e�ace ie uhaveoe vsV　s hohani ܀  cathࠀes or ntr shields upcoes sheysharran
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K. Responding t

https://health.ri.gov/publications/guidance/Outbreak-Response-Protocols-Pre-K-12.pdf


attend school in person and par




