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https://health.ri.gov/publications/guidance/Outbreak-Response-Protocols-Pre-K-12.pdf


A. Cleaning, Disinfecting, and Hand Hygiene

Schools should utilize the CDC Operational Guidance for K-12 Schools and Early Care and Education
Programs for cleaning, disinfection, and hand hygiene. This guidance includes proper hand hygiene,
respiratory etiquette, and cleaning and disinfection.

1. Cleaning protocols
Standard cleaning
PPSD and Aramark have hired additional staff members who will provide additional cleaning
throughout the day for school buildings. Staff members will clean high touch surfaces and objects
(such as, door handles, sink handles, drinking fountains) as well as bathrooms. Additionally, First
Student will provide enhanced cleaning for buses at the end of the day, including the wiping of high
touch surfaces.

Deep Cleaning
In the event of a confirmed positive COVID-19 case where the student or staff member were in the
building within the last 24 hours, Aramark will conduct a deep cleaning. This includes a deep
cleaning and disinfection of surfaces within the classroom and ventilation measures described
below (see “Ventilation” section). Aramark will leave a cleaning slip on the door to confirm the
Level 3 cleaning has been completed.

B. Masks

Masks will not be required for students or staff members when the school year begins.Masks
should be worn by individuals who are recovering or have been exposed to COVID-19 (see
“Responding to Students or Staff Who are Sick” section below) as well as when in school nurse
offices.

PPSD will continue to monitor CDC and RIDOH guidance regarding masking. As of this writing, the
CDC recommends communities in “high COVID-19 Community Level” implement universal indoor
masking. If guidance regarding masks should change, PPSD will share information with students,
families, and staff members.

In the event that masks become required for certain individuals, mask-wearing exceptions will be
made for the following categories of people:

1. Children under the age of 2 years.
2. A person with a disability who cannot wear a mask, or cannot safely wear a mask, because

of a disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.).
3. A person for whom wearing a mask would create a risk to workplace health, safety, or job

duty as determined by the relevant workplace safety guidelines or federal regulations.

Staff members who believe they qualify for an exception under items 2 and 3 must contact Ray
Lambert (Raymond.Lambert@ppsd.org) to review and approve/deny the request. Similarly,
students should contact their school nurse to review and approve/deny the request.

C. Symptom Screening
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-childcare-guidance.html#:~:text=CDC%20recommends%20universal%20indoor%20masking,layered%20prevention%20strategies%20in%20place.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-childcare-guidance.html#:~:text=CDC%20recommends%20universal%20indoor%20masking,layered%20prevention%20strategies%20in%20place.
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J. School-Based Testing

Students under 15 years of age will be required to submit a consent form for both asymptomatic
and symptomatic testing. Students who have a consent form on file from last school year do not
need to submit a new form for this school year. Any parent or guardian who wishes to withdraw
testing consent may do so by contacting their school nurse.

1. Asymptomatic testing
During the first four weeks of school, after school breaks, and in the event Providence County
enters “high COVID-19 Community Level” status, PPSD schools will offer weekly asymptomatic
testing for students and staff members on a voluntary basis.

2. Symptomatic testing
In addition to asymptomatic testing, nurses will have testing supplies should a student or staff
member develop symptoms throughout the day, or in the event that multiple positive cases in a
school necessitate additional testing of asymptomatic individuals.

K. Promoting Vaccination

Vaccination remains the most powerful strategy to keep children and families healthy and students
learning and involved in extracurricular activities in person. Find more information at
C19vaccineRI.org. RIDOH strongly encourages all eligible students, staff, and families to get
vaccinated and boosted.

L. Communications

Schools will notify families of a potential exposure to COVID-19.
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